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Melba’s world premiere recording of the opera 
Hélène, written by Saint-Saëns for Nellie Melba, has 
received outstanding reviews internationally for the 
fine performances of Orchestra Victoria, sopranos 
Rosamund Illing and Leanne Kenneally, tenor Steve 
Davislim, alto Zan McKendree-Wright and the Belle 
Epoque Chorus conducted by Guillaume Tourniaire. 
Hélène was coupled with another world premiere 
recording of the luscious music of Saint-Saëns — his 
Nuit Persane, (Persian Night) a song cycle for tenor, 
alto, chorus and orchestra.

This Melba recording led to the revival of these 
two works in Europe, at the Czech Republic’s Prague 
State Opera, in three critically acclaimed concert 
performances in celebration of the 120th anniver-
sary of its home, the New German Theatre.

WHAT THE CRITICS SAY ABOUT HÉLÈNE

One of its kind…top of its class. Music and Vision 
(UK) 

This is a gorgeous set that does justice to Saint-Saëns’ 
beguiling creations and is highly recommended. 
SACD-Net (UK)

Tourniaire gives us a little miracle of a record-
ing, a crowning achievement – championed with 
brio and passion by these inspired interpreters. 
OpusHD(France) — Opus d’Or Award

All credit to the highly enterprising Australian label 
Melba for following up their excellent SACD Ring with 
such a rarity. No expense is spared, either, with super- 
ior presentation, excellent notes, and a first rate cast. 
BBC Music Magazine (UK)

Melba is supported by the
Australian Government, through
the Australia Council, its arts funding
and advisory body.
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   HÉLÈNE IN LONDON 
WITH MR HUMPHRIES 

Hélène was launched in London at Stoke 

Lodge, the residence of the Acting High 

Commissioner, Her Excellency Frances 

Adamson on 8th July. Performing 

were tenor Steve Davislim and pianist 

Tony Gray. Distinguished pianist and 

Melba Foundation Ambassador Leslie 

Howard performed Liszt and Steve 

Davislim sang Strauss and Britten. [Barry 

Humphries’ speech is available at www. 

melbarecordings.com.au/content/ 

view/518 and scroll down.] 

Barry Humphries , Michael Lynch [Chief Executive of the South 

Bank Centre, London] with  Chrissy Sharp [General Manager, 


Sadler s Wells] at the London launch
 

IN MELBOURNE WITH 
MAESTRO TOURNIAIRE 

Two months later, while Maestro 

Tourniaire was visiting Australia to 

conduct another world premiere 

recording with Melba, Hélène was 

launched in Melbourne. 

Rosamund Illing [Hélène], Steve Davislim [Paris], Maria 

Vandamme, CEO, Melba Recordings and Doug Mitchell, Chairman, 


Melba Foundation
 

Bill Hennessey, Artistic Director of the Melbourne Chamber 
Orchestra and Brian Benjamin, Chair of the Melbourne 

Chamber Orchestra 

IN NEW YORK WITH MR MURDOCH 
& FRIENDS 

On 7th October, 

The Australian 

Ambassador to the 

United Nations, 

Robert Hill and the 

Australian Consul-

General in New York, 

John Olsen, hosted a 

reception in honour of 

the Melba Foundation 

at which the Guest of 

Honour was Rupert 

Murdoch. Rupert 

Murdoch said of Maria 

Vandamme: “I admire 

her so much. She’s so 

determined, so strong 

and she’s really put 

something together 

here which I think is a 

great contribution to 

Australia.” 

Providing the musical entertainment was Ray Chen whose Paganini-styled 

Variations on Waltzing Matilda brought the house down. Nineteen-year-old Ray 

Chen comes from Brisbane. He is currently studying in Philadelphia with Aaron 

Rosand at The Curtis Institute of Music. In 2009, he will make his debut recording 

with Melba. 

1 Robert Hill, John Olsen and Rupert Murdoch 
2 Ray Chen 
3 Jill Banks, Frances Cassidy [President American Australian  Association] and Francesca Beale 2 



In July, Melba celebrated in style at Raheen, Jeanne 
and Richard Pratt’s residence in Kew. The Pratts generously 
hosted an evening of fine music-making and stimulating 
conversation, with Terry Lane interviewing our Guest of 
Honour, Lisa Gasteen. 

Reviewers of the Melba Ring 
have waxed lyrical about Gasteen, 
acclaimed as one of the great 
Brünnhilde’s of our time. “Majestic”, 
“magnificent”, “superb”, ”ravishing”, 
“radiant”, “glorious”, “commanding”, 
“thrilling” and “god-like” are only a few 
of the superlatives. Göran Forsling, 
[New Classics, UK] said: “The crown 
of the whole performance is Lisa 
Gasteen’s Brünnhilde ... as the drama 
unfolds she impresses more and more 
through her insight and her intensity. 
She tops everything else with one 
of the most glorious readings of the 
Immolation scene. Anne Evans on the 
Barenboim set is superb but falls short 
of the seemingly unlimited power of 
Lisa Gasteen. Birgit Nilsson, for both 
Solti and Böhm, is superhumanly 
strong and brilliant but lacks the 
warmth.” And among the local 

reviews: “Brisbane-born Lisa Gasteen reaffirms her status 
as one of the day’s premier Brünnhildes.“ (Bob Crimeen, 
Sunday Herald Sun)

The Raheen Gala Dinner was also an opportunity for 
Melba supporters to hear young 
artist coloratura soprano Suzanne 
Shakespeare, accompanied by 
pianist Dean Sky-Lucas, perform 
in an intimate setting. 

As Melba Managing Director, 
Maria Vandamme said in her 
introduction: “Our namesake 
Nellie Melba was passionate 
about supporting young singers, 
gave very generously of her 
time, and was always on the look 
out for someone who would be 
her successor. One of the most 
exciting developments of the past 
year has been a robust model for 
promoting young artists—the 
Melba Emerging Artists Program. 
This has been aided by The Ian 
Potter Foundation, for which 
special thanks go to Lady Potter, 
Melba Foundation Patron and 
inaugural Chair.” 

Lady Potter AC, Tony Preston (background)

Suzanne Shakespeare, Jeanne Pratt, Maria 
Vandamme and Lisa Gasteen

MELBA AT RAHEEN WITH LISA GASTEEN

Dame Elisabeth has 
devoted her life to the 
well being of others. 
She has a keen interest 
in the arts, education, 
the environment, the 
welfare of children, our 
heritage and medical 
research. The University 
of Melbourne awarded 
her an honorary 
Doctorate of Laws in 

1968 in acknowledgement of her extraordinary commitment 
to research, the arts and philanthropy.

Dame Elisabeth has pioneered many areas of philanthropy. 
She was the first woman on the council of trustees of the 
National Gallery of Victoria, a founding member of the 
Victorian Tapestry Workshop and a founding member of the 
Deafness Foundation of Victoria. She was also recognised by 
the French Government for funding an exhibition of works by 
the French sculptor Auguste Rodin in Melbourne in 2002.

Currently a Trustee of the McClelland Regional Art Gallery, 
Dame Elisabeth is also a Patron of the Murdoch Children’s 
Research Institute and a Patron of the RSPCA.

DAME ELISABETH MURDOCH—MELBA’S FOUNDING BENEFACTOR

3

The Melba Foundation is honoured to have Dame 
Elisabeth as its Founding Benefactor.  Without her deep 
personal interest in our endeavours and generous support 
we would not have achieved such international acclaim in 
our five short years. 

On 8th February 2009

...Melba releases Sublime Mozart (MR301122) 
a CD produced especially for Australia’s most 
generous and admired philanthropist on the 
occasion of her 100th Birthday. Sublime Mozart 
will include two of the most loved works in the 
repertoire for clarinet by Mozart — his Clarinet 
Concerto, with clarinettist Paul Dean and The 
Queensland Orchestra conducted by Guillaume 
Tourniaire, and, Mozart’s Clarinet Quintet 
performed by Paul Dean with the Grainger 
Quartet. 

This CD is a joy for all lovers of Mozart! Mozart 
is Dame Elisabeth’s favourite composer and the 
clarinet her favourite instrument.  
See Melba’s interview with Dame Elisabeth  
on the Melba website homepage at  
www.melbarecordings.com.au 




